
 #1  Mezzeh Military Airport

 #2  Mezzeh Military Airport

 #3   Qabun Military Police Headquarters

 #4   Mezzeh Military Airport

 #5   Qabun Military Police Headquarters

 #6   Qabun Military Police Headquarters

 #7  Sednaya Prison

 #8  Mezzeh Military Airport

 #9  General Intelligence HQ

 #10  General Intelligence HQ

Documents were collected from government military and intelligence facilities around Damascus as 
well as in Hassakeh, Raqqa, and Qamishli governates in Northeast Syria.

The following documents are a small selection of the over 700,000 preserved and digitized by SJAC 
and the Syrian Missing Persons and Forensic Team from December 2024 through January 2025. 

Samples from SJAC's Collection of 
Assad Government Documents

Document # Document #Facility Facility



1. Photographed by SJAC in Mezzeh Military Airport - December 2024: Correspondence from the head of the 
Air Force Intelligence Special Missions Branch to the head of Air Force Intelligence Directorate, dated 21 June 
2012. This document claims a number of individuals, including Abu, an individual referenced in subsequent 
documents found by SJAC, were residing in the area of Hujayra in Damascus countryside, near the town of Sbeneh. 
These individuals had been burning tires and participating in protests in the area. This letter recommends that 
the Director of Air Force Intelligence Directorate should refer this information to Shu'abat al-Mukhabarat (likely 
Military Intelligence Directorate) for appropriate action to be taken. This document includes handwritten notes 
dated 22 June 2012 which indicate that the branch head approved the information and its referral.
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Syrian Arab Republic
Army and Military Forces
Air Forces and Air Defence Command
Air Force Intelligence Directorate
Special Missions Branch 
No.: 9518

Date: June 21, 2012

Mr. Major General:

We received information from one of our sources in Al-Hejeira area regarding instigation of demonstrations by Abu 
[full name redacted] along with his son [name redacted], noting that Abu [full name redacted] has a Russian r[i]
fle from the Party Division. He was assisted in burning the tires by [redacted information] and [they] live in Itha’a 
neighborhood close to Sbeineh Intersection.

-Also presenting: that the [afore]mentioned [people] meet on Thursday at ni[ght] with [a person] called [redacted 
name] who arms the group and goes out at 12AM.

The opinion of the Branch Head: Mr. Major General[,]
I[would] consider [propose]: Referring the information to the Intelligence Directorate so that it deals/addresses [the 
issue].

Please approve
[Illegible day, month could be June] 2012

[Signature]

The decision of his excellency, the major general, Directorate Head:
[Handwritten] I approve the opinion/[proposal]
June 22, [2]012
[Signature]

[Handwritten] Immediate: Referring to the Intelligence Directorate
June 22, 2012

Documents #1-3 follow Abu who was arrested in 
2012, likely sent to Sednaya Prison, and died in 2019. 
His family’s request to receive the body was refused 
and he was buried in a location known only by the 
military police.
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2. Photographed by SJAC in Mezzeh Military Airport - December 2024: Correspondence from the head of the 
Air Force Intelligence Directorate to Shu'abat al-Mukhabarat (likely the Military Intelligence Directorate), dated 
25 June 2012. This correspondence copies the reports mentioned in document #1 which references Abu and 
asks for the issue to be dealt with. The document contains a handwritten note dated 29 June, 2012 referencing a 
bureau engaged in follow-up/monitoring/implementation (Diwan Mutaba'a).
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Syrian Arab Republic
Army and Military Forces
Air Forces and Air Defence Command
Air Force Intelligence Directorate

No.: 105072
Date: - / - / 1433 Hijri
Corresponds to:  June 25, 2012
To the Intelligence Directorate

We have information regarding instigation of demonstrations by Abu [name redacted], along with his son [name 
redacted. The [afore]mentioned possesses a Russian rifle handed to him by the Party Division.  Among those 
participating in troublemaking and demonstrations in the area are: [Redacted name] (son of Abu's sister) - [Redacted 
name] - [Redacted name] (has a stand for selling cigarettes) - [Redacted name] (works in a barbershop) - [Redacted 
name] - [Redacted name] - [Redacted name] and his brother Khaled (their mother [is called] [Redacted name] and  
live in Itha’a neighborhood close to Sbeineh Intersection).

Please be informed and address [the issue]

Air Force Intelligence Directorate Head
[Stamp reads: General Command of [Army and] Military [Forces].
A. F. C. [the acronym likely refers to “Air Forces Command”]. Air Force Intelligence Directorate]
[Signature]

[Handwritten] Immediate: Follow-up Office
June 29, 2012

[Note: in this picture, it seems that another document was placed underneath the document in question. The below 
document shows the following sentence: “[Handwritten] Immediate: Referring to the Intelligence Directorate June 
22, 2012.” However, it seems that this is not part of the document in question.]
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3. Photographed by SJAC in Qabun Military Police Headquarters - December 2024: correspondence from head 
of Military Police (Investigation and Prisons Branch) to head of Damascus Military Police, dated 13 May 2019. 
The document references prior correspondence with the Political Security Directorate and instructs the Damascus 
Military Police to undertake necessary measures regarding the death of Abu, who had been in a detention facility. 
The document explains that his family’s request to receive the body was refused. The military police were instructed 
to bury his body in "in an identified location." Copies of the correspondence are to be sent to the First Military Field 
Court and the Medical Services Directorate (Note: Document #3 references the First Military Field Court, which may 
suggest that M. had been at Sednaya by 2019. Many prisoners from Sednaya were sent to this field court; alternatively, 
it could mean that he was slated to be referred to the First Military Field Court at the time of his death, and hence the 
court was being notified of this).
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Syrian Arab Republic
Army and Military Forces General Command
Military Police - Investigation and Prisons Branch
No. 5652
Date: - / - / 1440 Hijri
Corresponds to:  May 13, 2019

To: Military Police Branch in Damascus

-Ensuing our letter no. 5640 dated on May 12, 2019
Linking the letter of the General Intelligence Directorate - Branch 285 no. 11318 dated on May 12, 2019 
regarding the deceased detainee, [Abu's full name], which included refusal of handing the family of the 
addressed his corpse and burying it in an identified location.

To conduct necessary [actions]

A copy to the first military field court: Referring to your letter no. 7284 dated on May 12, 2019.

Please be informed and address [the issue]

- A copy to the Medical Services Administration [initials in Arabic meaning “via”] Military Criminal 
Investigation Branch:
Please annul the content of our letter no. 5573 dated on May 10, 2019 regarding the series 19147.

*** ** ***
[Handwritten] 15130
On May 13, 2019
Major general [redacted name]
Military Police Head
[Signature]

The document’s originator: Prisons Department
The document’s copy editor: First lieutenant [redacted name]
Computer employee: First lieutenant [redacted name]
Number of copies (5)

[Handwritten] Immediate: Referring to the Intelligence Directorate
June 22, 2012
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4. Photographed by SJAC in  Al-Mezzeh Military Airport on 12/23/2024 - A letter dated December 23, 2012, 
from the Investigation Branch of the Air Force Intelligence Directorate (AFID) to all associated branches. The letter 
informs officials that, in accordance with a directive from the National Security Bureau and the head of the AFID, 
branch directors must document all detainees who were killed or died in custody and forward that information to the 
Investigative Branch. A handwritten portion at the end of the letter informs officials that all bodies should be handed 
over to the military hospital associated with the specific branch where the detainee died. The note then reaffirms that 
all deaths would be reported to the director of the AFID. This is the first known evidence of the Syrian government 
issuing instructing on how to deal with deceased detainees.
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Documents #4-8 relate to the Syrian government’s handling of 
detainee deaths. Document #4 provides the first known orders 
issued by the government on how intelligence branches must 
document and report detainee deaths. Subsequent documents in 
this series show how this information was recorded and shared.

4

Syrian Arab Republic                                                            [Handwritten] 24015 Important
Army and Military Forces
Air Forces and Air Defence [Co]mmand
Air Force Intelligence [Di]rectorate – Investigation Branch
No. 6/ 4869
Date: December 23, 2012

-Information Branch
-Air Force Security Branch

-Air Force Intelligence – Southern Region
-Air Force Intelligence – Central Region

-Air Force Intelligence – Northern Region
-Air Force Intelligence – Eastern Region

-Special Missions Branch
-Air Force Section – Coastal Region

-Based on the decision of Mr Major General, Directorate Head – in accordance with National Security Bureau’s letter no. 
7/3219 dated on December 3, 2012 regarding the killed among the terrorists and the dead among the detainees – as well 
as the judge, / to be distributed to all branches and departments of the Directorate – Investigation Branch in order to be 
informed and comply with the content. /

-Please be informed, conduct necessary actions, and provide us with the actions taken by you regarding the killed terrorists 
and the detainees who die [in your custody].

The [legal expert] Brigadier General, Abdessalam Mahmoud
Investigation Branch Head
[Signature]
[Stamp reads: illegible but probably: “General Command of Army and Military Forces] 
[Stamp reads: “A. F. C.” [the acronym likely refers to “Air Forces Command”]. “Air Force Intelligence Directorate – 
Investigation Branch”]

[Handwritten] Immediate: Council to arrange a response that the Investigation Branch is informed directly [of] the 
detainees [in our custody] and the daily situation. When any detainee or terrorist dies, he is referred to the Investigation 
Branch after the cause of death is documented by the unit’s doctor. In case of death or killing of terrorists, Mr. Director of 
the Directorate would be informed, their names would be documented with referral to the Administrative Branch. When 
the corpses of the killed are brought to the Branch, they [i.e. the corpses] would be handed over to the military hospitals 
[initials in Arabic meaning “via”] the unit’s doctor and Mr Major General, the Directorate Head, would be informed. etc...
December 24, 2012



5. Photographed by SJAC in Qabun Military Police Headquarters - December 2024: A log recording 
the names and ID numbers of 25 detainees. The report alleges these detainees died at Tishreen Military 
Hospital as a result of various medical causes, however, SJAC believes they likely died in prison but 
their records were modified to make it appear they died in Tishreen Hospital. All 25 detainees died 
within the same five days in November 2015.

This log was produced by the Military Police - Military Criminal Investigations Detachment at 
Tishreen Military Hospital. The log was found in a volume of documents recording similar deaths at 
Tishreen Military Hospital between 2015 and 2017, many with detainee names and numbers listed 
together. According to the log, 467 detainees allegedly died at Tishreen Military Hospital in just the 
final two months of 2015.
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[No.] Detainee’s 
number and 

name

Folder 
name

Date of death Cause of death Interrogator’s 
name

Notes Correspondence 
number

2[1] Nov. 15, 2015 [Initial consists of three letters, but the meaning is 
unknown]

[Redacted] Died in 
Hospital

22 - Septic shock // //

23 - [Initial consists of three letters, but the meaning is 
unknown]

// //

24 - // // //

25 - Septic shock // //

26 - // // //

27 - // // //

28 - [Initial consists of three letters, but the meaning is 
unknown]

// //

29 - Septic shock // //

30 - // // //

31 Nov. 16, 2015 // // //

32 - // // //

33 - [Initial consists of three letters, but the meaning is 
unknown]

// //

34 - Septic shock // //

35 - [Initial consists of three letters, but the meaning is 
unknown]

// //

36 - Septic shock // //

37 - [Initial consists of three letters, but the meaning is 
unknown]

// //

38 - // // //

39 Nov. 17, 2015 // // //

40 Nov. 17, 2015 // // //

41 Nov. 19, 2015 Septic shock // //

42 - [Initial consists of three letters, but the meaning is 
unknown]

// //

43 - // // //

44 - // // //

45 - // // //

46 - Septic shock // //

47 - // // //

48 - Respiratory insufficiency caused by tuberculous // //

49 - // // //

50 Nov. 20, 2015 [Initial consists of three letters, but the meaning is 
unknown]

// //

51 - // // //

52 - Respiratory insufficiency caused by tuberculous // //

53 - [Initial consists of three letters, but the meaning is 
unknown]

// //

54 - Septic shock // //
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6. Photographed by SJAC in  Qabun Military Police Headquarters 
- January 2026: A log dated 17 February 2020, showing the transfer 
of 24 detainees from the First Military Prison (Sednaya) to the 
First Military Field Court (note: found in a volume containing 
228 such logs, all dating from the year 2020).
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No. First and 
family 
name

Rank [Military] 
Unit

Date of 
escape

Number and date of search warrant

[Numbers listed 
1-21. 23, 24, and 
25 follow further 
to the right. #25 
had the name 

Hisham crossed 
out]

February 17, 20[2]0
From the first military prison to the first + second military field court

24 detainees

Warrant officer third class Yazan Mahmoud
[Signature]

[[Illegible] 229/5 2011]
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7. Photographed by SJAC in Sednaya Prison 
in December 2024: Names of sick detainees and 
corpses received by the hospital, likely Tishreen 
Hospital or Military Hospital 601. The list was 
acknowledged and signed by the receiving doctor. 
The 4 pages shared are part of 146 pages in SJAC’s 
possession. These 146 pages contain hundreds of 
names and prisoners’ numbers received by the 
hospital in 2016 from Sednaya prison. Each page 
represents a day in a month, and starts with the 
following: "I, signed below, declare that I have 
received the detainees named and numbered as 
follows:

• Name of detainee (corpse), prisoner number
• Name of detainee (corpse), prisoner number
• X number of corpses only.
• Signature and stamp of the receiving doctor."
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Custody Record
Process 
no.

Its 
type

No. of 
papers

Recipients Handover time Recipient’s 
name

Recipient’s signature [“Recipient’s” 
is illegible but inferred from another 
document.]H[our] M[inute] Date

I, the undersigned, declare my receipt of the detainees whose names and numbers are as follows:
1- Abdelhalim [redacted name] / 14007 /
2- Osama [redacted name] / 14127 /
3- Oudi [redacted name] / 14128 /
4- Mohammad [redacted name] / 14005 /

Four [illegible, could be: “corpses”] only nothing else
[Signature]

[Stamp reads:]
Colonel doctor
Isma’il Kiwan

[Illegible, but inferred from the stamp on another document:]
General and laparoscopic surgery specialist

Tasks [Arabic initials that could mean “Administration Center”] 246/12 - 207 - of 100 pages [illegible, but inferred from another document: 
“- 2009”]

Hospital Monday March 14, 2016 [or earlier probably “2014”]
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8. Photographed by SJAC in Al-Mezzeh Military Airport 12/12/2024: This letter dated 
3/19/2015 from Airforce Intelligence Directorate (AFID) – Southern Region, Daraa to the 
AFID Investigation Branch, provides a list of detainees who died in custody. 

The list details when the individual was detained, when they died, to which hospital the body 
was handed over, and whether the body was released to the family. It is important to note 
that lower ranking officials often did not return bodies to families despite reporting this to 
their superiors. This letter would have originally included the post-mortem report from the 
doctor assigned to the Daraa branch as well as medical records from the receiving hospital.
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8

[Text unclear]
Airforce Intelligence – Southern Region
Daraa Branch
Number / 1234: 
Corresponding: 3/19/2015
4852
15 3 19

To the Investigation Branch
In response to your letter number / 4621 / 6 – dated 3/16/2015, requesting to provide you with the names of deceased 

detainees [in our custody], information about the fate of their corpses, as well as forensic medical reports which 
were conducted on the bodies along with a transcript of examination records by the hospital to which they were 

transported, they are:

No. First and family name Date of Arrest [DD/MM/
YYYY]

Date of Death
 [DD/MM/YYYY]

Fate of the Body Notes and 
Body [ID] 
Number 

1 Redacted Name – 
Daraa, 1968

3/11/2012 3/15/2012 Taken to the National Hospital in Daraa and died in 
the hospital and [then] was duly handed over by the 
police station of the National Hospital of Daraa to 
his Family

2 Redacted Name – 
Marba, 1955

4/11/2012 5/1/2012
Taken to the National Hospital in Daraa and died in 
the hospital and [then] was duly handed over by the 
police station of the National Hospital of Daraa to 
his family on 5/4/2012

27

3 Redacted Name - Daraa 
Al-Kashif, 1977

12/29/2012 - Referred to 
us by Military Security in 
Daraa

2/[2]/2013 Handed over by us to the police station of the 
National Hospital in Daraa

[4] Redacted Name - Born 
1970, Daraa Al-Balad

3/17/2[0]13 3/29/2013 Handed over duly by the police station of the 
National Hospital of Daraa to his family on 
3/30/2013

28

5 Redacted Name – 
Daraa, 1969

3/19/2013 3/29/2013 Handed over by us to the police station of the 
National Hospital in Daraa

30

6 Redacted Name - Basra 
Al-Sham, 1983

2/5/2013 - Referred [to us] 
by our Branch in Suwayda

3/31/2013 Handed over by us to the police station of the 
National Hospital in Daraa

31

7 Redacted Name - Daraa 
Al-Balad, 1976

3/27/2013 4/1/2013 Handed over duly by the police station of the 
National Hospital of Daraa to his family on 4/1/2013

8 Redacted Name - Al-
Naima, 1990

3/27/2013 4/1/2013 Handed over duly by the police station of the 
National Hospital of Daraa to his family on 4/1/2013

33

9 Redacted Name - 
[born] Daraa, 1978

11/19/2012 4/2/2013 Handed over duly by the police station of the 
National Hospital of Daraa to his family on 4/6/2013

10 Redacted Name -Born 
1972, As-Sahwa

3/20/2013 - Referred [to 
us] by Military Security

4/5/2013 Handed over duly by the police station of the 
National Hospital of Daraa to his family on 4/7/2013



9. Photographed by SJAC in General Intelligence HQ, Damascus 
in 12/14/2024: Report from the General Intelligence Directorate to 
the head of the Directorate which details multiple detainees.

The first detainee mentioned in this report is a Saudi national 
suspected of being a member of ISIS. He was trained for combat 
operations in Ja’bar castle in Raqqa, deployed to Mosul governorate 
in Iraq at a point near the Sinjar mountains. He was part of a group 
of ISIS fighters who captured 15 Kurdish fighters who were later 
exchanged in a prisoner swap. He continued fighting for ISIS over the 
next six months until he was detained by the YPG and transferred to 
Syrian government custody. He was referred to a field court, however, 
no action had been taken as of the writing of this report. 
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Top Secret
Syrian Arab Republic
General Intelligence Directorate
Branch 285
Number - / - / -
Date: April 13 [or 12], 2020

Mr. Major General, Directorate Head’s First Assistant
We present to you the Arab and foreign detainees in the custody of the Security Services

First: The seven detainees in the custody of the General Intelligence Services

Documents #9-10 detail foreign-born ISIS members detained by the 
government. Document #10 definitively proves that Kurdish forces regularly 
transferred detainees to government custody.
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[No.] Mother’s 
name

[Full name]

[Redacted 
name]

[Redacted 
name]

[Date and place 
of] birth

1985
Saudi Arabia

Nationality

Saudi

Date of 
detention

March 3, 2019

Offence attributed to the 
detainee

Joining the ISIS terrorist organization and undergoing an [Islamic law] and military course for one and a half months in Ja’bar castle 
where religious classes about Jihad jurisprudence and training on individual weapons (Russian rifle [AK47], PKC machinegun, 
RPG launcher, and throwing hand grenades) took place. During that course, they swore allegiance collectively, and our detainee 
was given a code name [redacted information] and was deployed later in Mosul city and he entered the Iraqi territories illegally, 
where he was deployed to Tal Afar and B’aaj area which was under control the so called Abu Omar AlBaghdadi Army. He [the 
detainee] was handed a Russian rifle, a military chest vest, four ammunition clips, and two [hand] grenades, and he was deployed 
to a guarding point called (Mosul 1) at the front of Sinjar Mountains which was under control of the Peshmerga Kurdish Forces. 
He [the detainee] moved between multiple points at that front. During which he engaged in many battles against these forces, he 
denied knowing the number of killed and injured among the Peshmerga Forces. During these battles, they [ISIS forces] were able 
to capture around fifteen Kurdish fighters who were exchanged with captives from ISIS who were in the custody of the mentioned 
forces. He [the detainee] carried on like that for six months

Action taken 
against him

He was not 
referred to any 
judicial body to 
date

The committee’s 
proposal

Referral to the 
field court1



10. Photographed by SJAC in General Intelligence HQ, Damascus in 12/14/2024: This detainee is reportedly a French 
national from Tunisia. He was handed over to the Syrian government by the YPG after attempting to enter Syria to join ISIS. 
During interrogation, he explains that he was radicalized via online media and travelled to Türkiye in 2016. He crossed into 
Syria through the As-Salama crossing and was detained at a YPG checkpoint outside Azaz City. He was then transferred to 
Syrian government custody. This document is important because it presents the first hard evidence that these types of transfers 
took place between the Kurdish administration and Syrian Government. The detainee was referred to the anti-terrorism court, 
but the National Security Bureau ordered that he be released back into the custody of the General Intelligence Directorate to 
be used for, “security purposes”. A handwritten note says that the Directorate contacted their, “Russian friends,” to determine 
the extent he could be utilized. 
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[No.] Mother’s 
name

[Full name]

Samira
[Redacted 

name]

[Date and place 
of] birth

1990
France

Nationality

French with 
Tunisian 
origins

Date of 
detention

March 5, 2018

Offence attributed to the 
detainee

Action taken 
against him

He was referred to the Anti-Terrorism Court 
on December 8, 2018 and was brought back 
to us from Damascus Central Prison Branch 
on October 25, 2019 after he was released 
from the Anti-Terrorism Court according 
to oral instructions by National Security 
Bureau to keep him in our custody in order 
to utilize him for security purposes.

The committee’s 
proposal

[Handwritten] 
Contacting our Russian 
friends to benefit from 
him (to show to which 
extent [he could be] 
utilized). In case there 
is no benefit from 
him, hand him over to 
the Immigration and 
Passports to deport him 
and issue a ban on his 
entry. 

3

He was handed over to us by the Kurdish YPG militias after he had been 
detained by them for coming to Syria in order to join ISIS terrorist organization. 
During our interrogation of him, he admitted that  after the events in Syria 
and Iraq have started, and by following Arabic and foreign satellite [TV] 
channels, as well as by [browsing] websites, particularly those of ISIS terrorist 
organization and watching many speeches of the organization's leaders, 
especially the terrorist Abu Bakr AlBaghdadi, and his declaration of an 
Islamic Caliphate in Iraq and Syria – he was influence by that and decided 
to come to Syria in order to join the ISIS terrorist organization for Jihad. In 
May 2016, he booked a roundtrip ticket from Charles de Gaulle Airport in 
Paris to Istanbul Airport in order to deceive others into that he was coming 
for travel and tourism and to keep himself out of suspicion. Afterwards, he 
downloaded a map showing the locations of the terrorist groups in Syria, 
including ISIS, from a Russian website. [Redacted information] arrived at the 
Istanbul Airport and directly flew to from there to Gaziantep Airport where 
he rented a car, model Renault Clio, and headed to Kilis City then entered the 
Syrian territories illegally via AsSalama border crossing point and headed to 
A’zaz city relying on the map he downloaded on his phone searching for the 
locations of ISIS terrorist organization. After leaving A’zaz, he came across 
a checkpoint of the Kurdish YPG militias without knowing, and when they 
knew that he came to join ISIS organization [...]


