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1 This resettlement process, and the broader political dynamics of “reconciliation” in post-
conflict Syria, are described in Samer Abboud, “Reconciling fighters, settling civilians; the making
of post-conflict citizenship in Syria,” Citizenship Studies 24 (2020): 1-18

2 Mohammad Al Abdallah, “Syrian Civil Society: ‘Strategic litigation’ with No Strategy,”
Al-Jumhuriya, November 5, 2020, https://www.aljumhuriya.net/en/content/syrian-civil-society-
“strategic-litigation”-no-strategy

3 For programmatic statements on the role of truth mechanisms in transitional justice,
see International Center for Transitional Justice, “Truth-seeking: Elements of Creating Effective
Truth Commissions,” March 18, 2013, https://www.ictj.org/publication/truth-seeking-elements-

creating-effective-truth-commission; and International Center for Transitional Justice, and Public
International Law & Policy Group, “Truth and Reconciliation Commissions: Core Elements,”
Public International Law & Policy Group, May 2013, https://syriaaccountability.org/wp-content/
uploads/PILPG-Truth-and-Reconciliation-Memo-2012_EN.pdf.

4 For a summary of these varied conclusions, see Brian Frederking, “Putting Transitional
Justice on Trial: Democracy and Human Rights in Post-Civil War Societies,” International Social
Science Review, vol. 91, no. 1 (2015), 3-4.

5 Priscilla Hayner, Unspeakable Truths: Transitional Justice and the Challenge of Truth
Commissions, 2nd ed. (New York: Routledge, 2011), 25, 82

6 In the South African context, James Gibson presents statistical analysis of survey data on
whether individuals’ knowledge about the historical record of the apartheid regime correlated

to levels of reconciliation; no positive relationship is conclusively drawn between the two. See
James Gibson, “Does Truth Lead to Reconciliation? Testing the Causal Assumptions of the South
African Truth and Reconciliation Process,” American Political Science Quarterly, Vol. 48, No.

2 (2004), 201-217. In the Bosnian context, Janine Clark’s interviews with members of Bosnian
society highlight the widespread denial of human rights abuses by opposing sides, and the
problem this posed for truth-seeking efforts; see Janine Clark, “Transitional Justice, Truth and
Reconciliation: An Under-Explored Relationship,” International Criminal Law Review 11 (2011),
255. Finally, in an ethnographic study of the Sierra Leone Truth and Reconciliation Commission,



Rosalind Shaw observed how individuals frequently opposed to the commission because it
clashed with local traditions of achieving social healing through a “forgive and forget” model; see
Rosalind Shaw, “Rethinking Truth and Reconciliation Commissions: Lessons from Sierra Leone”
(US Institute of Peace: Washington, D.C., 2005).

7 James Gibson, “The Contribution of Truth to Reconciliation: Lessons from South Africa,”
Journal of Conflict Resolution Vol. 50, No. 3 (2006), 409-432.

8 For a comparison of the two different kinds of approaches, see Hayner, Unspeakable
Truths, 82-83.

9 Noha Aboueldahab, “Writing Atrocities: Syrian Civil Society and Transitional Justice”
(Doha: Brookings Doha Center, 2018), 26.

10 For more information on Surviving Memory, visit https://www.elsalvadormemory.
org/what-we-do. This research initiative is supported by funding from the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council of Canada, Western University, KU Leuven, and Asociacién
Sumpul.

11 Clark, “Transitional Justice, Truth and Reconciliation,” 255.

12 UMAM’s digital archive can be found at https://www.umambiblio.org.

3«

13 For an example of AJAR’s “participatory action research,” see Asia Justice and Rights,
“Speaking Truth for Peace: Women’s Experiences of War and Impunity in Myanmar,” Asia Justice
and Rights, March 2018, https://asia-ajar.org/2018/03/speaking-truth-for-peace-report/

14 For more on the risks of uncritically treating documentation as equivalent to psycho-
social therapy, see Ronald Niezen, “Human Rights as Therapy: The Healing Paradigms of
Transitional Justice,” in The Subject of Human Rights, ed. Danielle Celermajer and Alexandre
Lefebvre (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2020), 153-171.
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